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Broward Alliance Announces World-Class Faculty Award Winner
The Broward Alliance has named
Mahmood Shivji, Ph.D., as the recipient
of its World-Class Faculty Award for 2007.
Shivji is director of the Guy Harvey Research
Institute (GHRI). In addition to overseeing
the GHRI, Shivji teaches genetics for the
biology program of the Farquhar College
of Arts and Sciences, operates a research
lab, and mentors graduate students at the
Oceanographic Center. Shivji’s research,
which is focused in the areas of marine
conservation biology and genetics, has
garnered worldwide attention for the Guy
Harvey Research Institute and NSU by
being featured multiple times in the New
York Times, Washington Post, and Science
Magazine and on National Public Radio
and the BBC, among other venues. His
work developing rapid DNA forensic
methods to identify fish body parts is being
used worldwide by U.S. and other national
fisheries management agencies to reduce
illegal fishing of threatened species.
The award, announced during The
Broward Alliance’s annual meeting on
October 10, 2007, was presented as part of
the “Educational Excellence Builds
Business” campaign.

Mahmood Shivji, standing with Lynn Goldman, chair of the Broward Alliance’s Education and Workforce
Development Committee, at the ceremony

People on the Move
M.S. Students Attend Class in Alaska
NSUOC graduate students participated
in the Alaska Coastal Ecology class this
past July. Under the expert guidance of
Alaskan native, Amy Hirons, Ph.D., (now
at the OC) 16 students and one TA spent
10 days exploring the biological, physical,

chemical, and geological aspects of Alaska’s
unique coastal environments.
The group flew to Anchorage on July 10
and traveled from there through Turnagain
Arm to Homer Spit and across Kachemak
Bay by boat to the University of Alaska—

Fairbanks marine laboratory in Kasitsna
Bay, located at the southern tip of the Kenai
Peninsula. Using the marine lab as home
base, the group spent six days exploring
several different tidal bays, performing
zooplankton tows and analyzing their finds,
(Continued on page 2)
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conducting otter trawls in order to get a
closer look at the benthic communities, and
taking in some of the great bird watching of
the area. The class also had the chance to
visit the Alaska SeaLife Center in Seward
to learn about in-depth research being
conducted on marine mammals and birds.
But it wasn’t all work and study. The
group took advantage of Alaska’s first-class
outdoor adventures—kayaking, fishing,
glacier hiking, and even snorkeling and
swimming (only for the brave of heart) were
on the agenda. The group kayaked through
the bay for six hours. Several students were
experiencing this activity for the first time
including Madhura Mokashi, a student
from Mumbai—a first-time kayaker
who is now hooked. At the lab, the
very brave jumped into the 47° F water.
Erik DeMicco, Stephanie Healey, and
Mike Lehman were the bravest of the bunch, but in the frigid
water, could last only about a minute each. Kate Koontz, Adam
St. Gelais, and Kim Browne got out their snorkeling gear and as
much wet suit coverage as they had and explored the underwater
life around the dock. Several others attempted to reenact World’s
Deadliest Catch by donning survival suits to experience the
challenges the suits provide to the native workers of these waters.
Amy Heemsoth, Lyndsay Glassman, Meaghan Johnson,
Nicole O’Brien, Nina Thompson, Gabriela Wisniewski, and
Katherine Young all tested the suits to be sure they might survive
a man overboard situation.
Along with several other students, Jessica Bostock and Chad
Wenger tried their hand at halibut fishing (shipping 200 lbs. of the
delicious Alaskan halibut back home).
(Continued on page 3)
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Upon return from Kasitsna Bay, the
group traveled to Seward for a night,
stopping to hike Exit Glacier, located within
Kenai Fjords National Park. Their last
night in Anchorage was filled with time for
shopping and taking in some of the World
Eskimo-Indian Olympic (WEIO) games.
The Alaska Coastal Ecology course
was the first of what Hirons hopes will be a
yearly class. The class required students to
keep a field journal during the trip and to
write a report based on the unique habitats
found at these high latitudes. The class
met twice before departing Fort Lauderdale
In early December 2007, Gwilym
Rowlands, Ph.D. candidate under
Sam Purkis, Ph.D., collaborated on
a multiagency, hyperspectral mission
in Parguera, southwestern Puerto Rico.
Approximately 2,150 km2 of airborne
hyperspectral data was collected
at multiple resolutions over both the
coastal aquatic ecosystems and the
coastal terrestrial environment. This
encompassed extensive areas of coral,
seagrass, mangroves, tropical vegetation,
and dry forest of high biological interest.
Rowlands was actively involved with
the marine ground truthing element of
the project, building a spectral library of
benthic cover types. This data will then
be used to determine sub-pixel habitat
combinations and train algorithms to

Gwilym Rowlands heading out to sea

for Anchorage and, upon their return,
presented a talk and slide show to the

Oceanographic Center’s staff and faculty
members and student body.

The marine ground truth team (standing): Meghan Dick and Brooke Gintert (RSMAS); Samuel RosarioTorres and Orion Tzadik (UPRM); principal investigator James Goodman, Ph.D., (UPRM, RSMAS);
Carmen Zayes (UPRM); (kneeling): Gwilym Rowlands (NCRI) and boat drivers Sara and Stacy (UPRM)

Tools of the trade: Divespec underwater spectrometer
(as used by Rowlands), advanced underwater video
and stills setup for large quadrants, GER underwater
spectrometers

accurately classify habitats from the
airborne imagery. The project provided
the opportunity to work alongside many
groups, each bringing their own area of
expertise to the project. These included
members of the University of Puerto
Rico at Mayagüez (UPRM), the Gordon
Center for Subsurface Sensing and
Imaging Systems (Gordon-CenSSIS),
the Caribbean Coral Reef Institute
(CCRI), the North American Space
Agency (NASA), and the Rosenstiel
School of Marine and Atmospheric
Science (RSMAS). Aside from thematic
maps to aid management and future
scientific endeavors, the hyperspectral
and field data collected will also be used
to assess water chlorophyll content, while
differential spectral signatures of stressed
versus healthy mangrove vegetation will
be explored as ecosystem indicators.
(Continued on page 4)
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Lance Jordan, M.S. (Ph.D. candidate),
attended the 60th Annual Gulf and
Caribbean Fisheries Institute conference in
Punta Cana, Dominican Republic. While
there, he presented a paper titled “Fish and
Coral Reef Communities of the Parque
Nacional Sistema Arrecifal Veracruzano
(Veracruz Coral Reef System National
Park) Veracruz, Mexico: Preliminary
Results,” which was coauthored by Marcos
Alberto Rangel Avalos, Brian Walker,
David Gilliam, Elvira Carvajal Hinojosa,
and Richard Spieler.
Charles Messing, Ph.D., spent several
pre-Christmas days at the Smithsonian
Institution’s National Museum of Natural
History in Washington, D.C., putting
some finishing touches on a taxonomic
revision of the deep-sea feather star genus
Atelecrinus. Interestingly, he discovered a
new species among the museum’s collection,
not out in the field. He also spent time
examining specimens of sponges as part
of the Identification Guide to South Florida
Shallow-Water Marine Sponges that he is
developing with NSUOC student Mindy
Peddycoart; Shirley Pomponi, Ph.D.;
and John Reed from the Harbor Branch
Oceanographic Institute at Florida Atlantic
University. The guide, due online in late
summer 2008, should include more than
150 species of South Florida sponges.

Sharkwater Benefit at IGFA
NSUOC and the Circle of Friends of NSU’s Alvin Sherman Library, Research,
and Information Technology Center gathered to make waves in an effort to save
sharks. The International Game Fish Association (IGFA) in Dania Beach set
the stage on December 6 for a silent auction; a screening of the award-winning
documentary Sharkwater; and special presentations by renowned marine artist,
marine biologist, and conservationist Guy Harvey, Ph.D.; director of the Guy
Harvey Research Institute at NSUOC Mahmood Shivji, Ph.D.; dean of NSUOC
Richard Dodge, Ph.D.; and NSU Circle of Friends president Glenda Abbate.

(L–R): IGFA President Rob Kramer, Richard Dodge, Glenda Abbate, Guy Harvey, and Mahmood
Shivji gathered at the IGFA for a special screening of the award-winning documentary Sharkwater.

“This is an inspiring opportunity for us to make a difference for our oceans
and humankind by learning firsthand about the rapid destruction of the sharks,
the alarming shark-finning industry, and the implications this has to our oceans,
our environment, and our future,” said Abbate. Circle of Friends maintains a diverse
group of individuals, corporations, and other entities who share the common goal
of furthering the intellectual resources of NSU and generating public interest and
support for the Alvin Sherman Library.
(Continued on page 5)

Mahmood Shivji (L) and Eric Prince, Ph.D., of the
NOAA Southeast Fisheries Science Center, in front
of GHRI booth

Mahmood Shivji, Ph.D., a previous
recipient of marine conservation funds from
the Yamaha Contender Miami Billfish
Tournament (YCMBT), attended the
annual Marine Conservation Night held
November 6 at the University of Miami’s
Rosenstiel School. GHRI had a booth
highlighting the research they do on shark,
billfish, and grouper conservation.


Guy Harvey with Elaine Blattner, director of library development at NSU

NCRI part of “Green” Conference
Former U.S. Vice President Al Gore
was the keynote speaker of the first ever
environmental conference hosted by the
government of the Turks and Caicos Islands,
in association with NSUOC’s National
Coral Reef Institute (NCRI) and the Ocean
Conservancy, to examine the mutual
interdependency between local actions
and global initiatives. The conference,
“Fostering a Green Culture in Small Island
Nations,” was held in Providenciales in the
Turks and Caicos Islands on November
18–20.
Richard Dodge, Ph.D., dean and
professor of the NSUOC and executive
director of NCRI, participated on the
panel “Coral Reefs and Climate Change.”
Bernhard Riegl, Ph.D., an associate
professor at the OC and associate director
of NCRI, served as moderator of the panel.
Dave Gilliam, Ph.D., an OC assistant
professor and NCRI researcher, took part
in the panel discussion covering “Climate
Change and its Impact on the Sustainability
of Fisheries Resources.” Other attendees
from NSUOC included Wendy Wood;
Tom Gustafson; Jane Dougan; and Sam
Purkis, Ph.D. NSU trustee, Mitchell
Berger was also present.
(Continued on page 6)

Bernhard Riegl and Richard Dodge (back row, first two with group on the right) stand with the other attendees

Mitchell Berger, NSU trustee; the Honorable Michael B. Misick, chief minister of the Turks and Caicos, and
Richard Dodge, dean of NSUOC
(Continued from page 4)

(L–R): Elaine Blattner, director of library development; Rose Mann,
NSUOC director of development; Richard Dodge; and Wendy Wood,
administrative coordinator for NSUOC National Coral Reef Institute

As part of the evening, Harvey and Shivji gave more than
300 attendees a firsthand look at the devastating effects of a
shark wipeout and the conservation efforts led by the Guy
Harvey Research Institute and NSU’s Oceanographic Center.
“Our recent research has shown that up to 73 million sharks a
year are being killed to supply fins to the market,” said Shivji.
“This wholesale slaughter of sharks is having devastating effects
on marine ecosystems, and conversation efforts for sharks are
urgently needed.”
More than $10,000 was raised for NSUOC and the Alvin
Sherman Library’s ongoing educational programs.
Sharkwater has garnered 21 awards at film festivals around
the world. Filmmaker Rob Stewart’s epic journey puts him on
the frontlines to save the planet. Part biologist, part investigative
reporter, Stewart follows the trail of the multibillion dollar sharkfin trade and sets off a chain of events that has to be seen to be
believed. His adventure becomes a dangerous mission involving
espionage, corrupt governments, mafia rings, his arrest, and a
glimpse at his own mortality. Sharkwater is being shown at the
IGFA through April 2008 at selected times.


Other News
The National Coral Reef Institute
(NCRI) hosted the biannual Technical
Advisory Committee (TAC) meeting for
the Land-Based Source Pollution (LBSP)
and Water Quality Working Group of the
Southeast Florida Coral Reef Initiative
(SEFCRI) on November 29–30 at the OC.
Attending the meeting were members of
the TAC, as well as the LBSP Advisory
Committee and interested members of
the public.

Presentations included “SeaKeeper
1000—Port Everglades Shipping Channel
Sensor System,” given by John Englander,
chief executive officer of The International
Seakeepers Society and “Florida Area
Coastal Environment Update,” given by
John Proni, Ph.D., of NOAA. In working
closely with SEFCRI, NCRI continues its
liaison and participation with the LAS
(Local Action Strategy) groups of the U.S.
Coral Reef Task Force Southeast Florida
Action Strategy Team (SEFAST).

The TAC is composed of representatives
with expertise in pollution and water
quality, representing federal agencies,
including NOAA, the EPA, and USGS, as
well as state officials and industry scientists.
Universities represented included NSU,
the University of Miami, FIU, and the
College of Charleston. The Advisory
Committee is composed of resource
management agency representatives and
other experts from the Florida Department
of Environmental Protection (DEP), South
Florida Water Management District, and
Broward County.
Richard Dodge, Ph.D., dean and
NCRI executive director, and Alex
Soloviev, Ph.D., serve on the TAC. Many
members of the Oceanographic Center staff
and faculty attended the meeting as well.

On November 7, 11, 13, and 16, Edward
O. Keith, Ph.D., hosted high school
students from the University School for
an introduction to his research on marine
mammals and a tour of the Oceanographic
Center. The University School is an
independent college preparatory school
affiliated with NSU. The students were
from classes in marine science taught by
Arnold Miller. During their tour, Patricia
Blackwelder, Ph.D., demonstrated
the electron microscopes housed at the
NSUOC. Additionally, on December
11, Keith spoke at University School to
students in Katherine Koontz’s classes. He
spoke about marine mammals and threats
to their populations worldwide.
The 2007 Annual Employee
Anniversary Luncheon was held
December 12 at the Signature Grand.
A large group was there to support
10-year anniversary celebrant Melissa
(Missy) Dore.
(Continued on page 7)

(L–R): John Englander, chief executive officer of
The International Seakeepers Society, and Alex
Soloviev (The ISKS has recently given NSUOC a
$75,000 instrument for research use on land-based
sources of pollution.)

(Continued from page 5)

Gore shared his theme of “Thinking
Green: Economic Strategy for the 21st
Century,” arguing that the physical
changes in our planet will eventually
influence our global economy. He
encouraged business audiences to
consider broader issues—environmental,
social, and political—when planning
economic strategy.
“The National Coral Reef Institute
at Nova Southeastern University is
honored to be able to be a part of this
far-thinking environmental related
conference,” said Dodge. “The coral reefs
throughout the Caribbean represent an
extraordinary biological, geological, and
economic resource. Far-thinking
planning is needed for best research,
management, and conservation to ensure
preservation and persistence of these
precious ecosystems.”


Richard Dodge, dean of the OC, and Missy Dore

Moderator Bernhard Riegl

(L–R): Wendy Wood, Chuck Messing, Pat
Blackwelder, Alison Moulding, Abby Renegar, Peggy
Oellrich, Kathy Maxson, and Jose Lopez (See back
page for an additional picture.)

More NCRI News
National Coral Reef Institute (NCRI) celebrates
IYOR 2008 at the United States Coral Reef Task
Force Meeting

NSU Oceanographic Center Dean Presents at the
National Academies on Coral Reefs and Effects of
Climate Change

Richard Dodge, Ph.D., NSUOC dean and executive director
of the National Coral Reef Institute (NCRI), and Wendy Wood,
NCRI administrative coordinator, attended the 19th meeting of
the United States Coral Reef Task Force in Washington, D.C.
The meeting, which took place on February 27, highlighted the
accomplishments of the task force over the last 10 years and
celebrated the International Year of the Reef (IYOR).
Wood presented on the 11th International Coral Reef
Symposium, taking place in Fort Lauderdale July 7–11, which is
the keystone event of IYOR 2008. Renowned marine artist Wyland
presented his original artwork commemorating IYOR 2008.

Richard Dodge, NSUOC dean and executive director of the
National Coral Reef Institute, was an invited presenter at a panel
entitled “Coral Reefs in 2050.” The panel, organized to commemorate
the International Year of the Reef 2008, was held on Tuesday,
February 26, 2008, as part of the 64th meeting of the Ocean
Studies Board of the National Academies in Washington, D.C. It
was open to the public. Dodge presented on “Effects of Climate
Change on Coral Reefs and Predictions for the year 2050.” Other
panel members included Bob Richmond, Co PI Hawaii Coral Reef
Initiative, and Maria Hatziolos, senior coastal and marine specialist,
Environmental Department, The World Bank.

Wendy Wood, Wyland, and Richard Dodge, standing in front of Wyland’s art work

Richard Dodge and Kiho Kim, Ph.D., associate professor and director of
Environmental Studies Program, American University, Hurst Hall (Ocean
Studies Board member)

(Continued from page 6)

NSU Oceanographic Center Researcher Deploys First Satellite Tag on Lemon Shark
In conjunction with researchers
from three other institutions, NSU
Oceanographic Center research scientist
David Kerstetter, Ph.D., deployed a
pop-up satellite archival tag (PSAT) on
a lemon shark (Negaprion brevirostris) on
Saturday, February 9, off Jupiter, Florida.
PSATs record depth, temperature, and
light level at 90-second intervals for
up to 10 days and allow for detailed
investigations into fish movement and
behavior. While similar tags have been
used on other fish, including swordfish
and sailfish, this is the first time that this
tag technology has ever been used on
this shark species. A second PSAT tag
was deployed on Sunday, February 24, in
the same waters.
Discovered seven years ago, lemon
sharks form unusual annual winter
aggregations off the Florida east coast,
between approximately West Palm Beach

Sam Gruber (left) and David Kerstetter (right),
preparing to leave for the shark aggregation location
(photo courtesy of Twyla Herrington, NSUOC)

and the Jupiter Inlet, around reefs and
wrecks. This fieldwork is part of a larger
project with collaborators Sam Gruber,
Ph.D., and Bryan Franks, Ph.D., of the
Bimini Field Station shark research
laboratory (University of Miami); fisheries
scientist Todd Gedamke (National Marine
Fisheries
Service);
and
physical

Bryan Franks, holding a shark’s dorsal fin,
showing the placement of the first PSAT tag
(photo courtesy of Capt. Tony Grogan)

oceanographer David Fugate (Florida
Gulf Coast University). Additional
details on the lemon shark aggregation
project can be found in a new article in
the Miami Herald at www.miamiherald
.com/627/story/436723.html.
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The center held its own faculty and staff Christmas party on December 20 at Tarpon
Bend, a restaurant in downtown Fort Lauderdale. The catered event was held on the upperlevel bar with open-air dining. The restaurant collected toys for Toys for Tots, so everyone
was asked to bring an unwrapped toy to the event. A good time was had by all.



MASTERCURRENTS

INSTITUTE OF MARINE AND COASTAL STUDIES
Spring Term Courses
April 7–June 27, 2008
Ecology of the Belize
Barrier Reef
J.D. Thomas—Field course
Marine Geology
Pat Blackwelder—Core course
Trophic Dynamics
Amy Hirons
Biostatistics II
Tom MacFarland
Scientific Diving and
Coral Reef Assessment
David Gilliam and Lance Robinson
Deep Water Ecology
Charles Messing
GIS
Sam Purkis
Wetland Ecology
Jennifer Rehage

Ph.D. Degree Offered
The Oceanographic Center offers
a doctoral degree in oceanography/
marine biology. The program requires
a minimum of 90 credits beyond the
baccalaureate. At least 48 credits
must consist of dissertation research,
and at least 42 credits must consist
of upper-level coursework. Required
courses include the four M.S. core
courses. Other upper-level coursework
is usually in the tutorial mode with
the major professor. Tuition is $4,950
per quarter.

M.S. degree specialties are marine biology, coastal zone management, and marine
environmental science. Each course carries three credit hours or may be audited.
Tuition is $695 per credit hour (50 percent less for audit). Classes are 12 weeks in
length and meet once a week from 6:30 to 9:30 p.m. at the Oceanographic Center
(unless otherwise specified.) Registration ($25 fee) starts March 17 and takes place at
www.webstar.nova.edu or at the Oceanographic Center. For further information, call
Richard Spieler or Melissa Dore at (954) 262-3610 or 800-396-2326, or email imcs@
.nova.edu. More information can be found at the Web site: www.nova.edu/ocean.

Seminars and Defenses
On Friday, October 26, the
Oceanographic
Center
welcomed
Edith Widder, Ph.D., for its inaugural
Distinguished
Marine
Scientist
Seminar. Widder, co-founder and director
of the Ocean Research and Conservation
Association, Fort Pierce, Florida, gave a
fascinating talk titled “Applications of
Bioluminescence in Ocean Monitoring
and Ecosystem Conservation.” She took
her audience of about 65 attendees to the
deep sea aboard submersibles and remotely
operated vehicles, introduced them to a
variety of remote high-tech oceanographic
instrumentation, and conveyed an infectious
enthusiasm for discovery and conserving
marine environments.
Widder is a biologist and deepsea explorer who combines expertise in
technological innovation and a passion for
bioluminescence with a commitment to
reversing the worldwide trend of marine
ecosystem degradation. She is certified to
dive the deep diving suit WASP and the
single-person untethered submersibles Deep
Rover and Deep Worker and has made
more than 200 dives in the Johnson-SeaLink submersibles. Her research involving
submersibles and bioluminescence has
been featured in BBC, PBS, Discovery
Channel, and National Geographic
television productions. In September 2006,
Widder was awarded a prestigious John D.
and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation
Fellowship.
Following the seminar, Widder was
treated to a banquet attended by students
and faculty and staff members.

The Distinguished Marine Scientist
Seminar series is the Oceanographic
Center’s contribution to NSU’s Quality
Enhancement Program. It has the intent
of introducing students to leading marine
scientists from around the country,
particularly those with specializations
not found at NSU. A questionnaire was
circulated to student attendees for feedback
on the presentation. The next seminar in
the series will take place in spring of 2008.

Seminar
Koty Sharp, Ph.D., (Smithsonian Marine
Station), “Marine symbiosis: Microbial
ecology, bioactive metabolite symbioses,
and coral reef ecology,” Dec. 4.

Dissertation
Brian K. Walker, “A Seascape Approach
to Predicting Reef Fish Distribution.”
Committee: Bernhard Riegl, Ph.D.,
chairman; Richard Spieler, Ph.D.; Richard
Dodge, Ph.D.; and Mark Monaco, Ph.D.
(NOAA Biogeography Program). Dec. 14
Walker has been at NSU since fall 1997. He
received his bachelor’s degree from Florida
State University, majoring in biology
with a geology minor. He completed his
master’s degree at NSUOC in 2002 with
a double major of marine biology and
coastal zone management. He was student
class president at the OC from 1999–2000
and received the NSUOC student life
achievement award in 2000. He was a
research assistant from April 2001 until
(Continued on page 10)
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Richard Dodge, Edith Widder, and Chuck Messing

August of 2007, working on many funded projects. His research
interests include benthic habitat mapping, spatial distribution
of organisms, coral reef and seascape ecology, and coral reef
restoration. His specialty is applying GIS analyses to quantify
organismal distributions. Walker published peer-reviewed
manuscripts on a broad spectrum of research topics including
stingray brain morphology, artificial reef fish populations, and
benthic habitat mapping. He has traveled around the world
presenting his research in Japan, England, the Caribbean,
Canada, and Hawaii. Recently, Walker accepted a position at the
OC as a research scientist. He plans to continue his research here
at the OC and to collaborate with local and regional scientists
and managers on future funding opportunities.

Among the many students who attended the seminar were (L–R, clockwise)
Danielle Morley, Jessica Freeman, Greg Foster, Kirk Kilfoyle, Kristi Foster, and
Brian Walker.

Theses
Melody Fischer, “Boater Compliance with Florida Manatee
(Trichechus manatus latirostris) Speed Zones in Port Everglades,
Broward County, Florida.” Committee: Edward O. Keith, Ph.D.,
Curtis M. Burney, Ph.D. and Daniel K. Odell, Ph.D., HubbsSeaWorld Research Institute. Jan. 29.
Joseph D. Hall, “Ecology, Distribution, and Sytematics of
Leucothoid amphipods of the west Florida shelf benthic ecosystem.”
Committee: James D. Thomas, Ph.D., Charles G. Messing, Ph.D.
and Curtis M. Burney, Ph.D. March 14.
Bethany L. Basten, “The microvascular anatomy of fetal
respiration in yellow stingrays (Urobatis jamaicensis).” Committee:
Richard E. Spieler, Ph.D.; Robin L. Sherman, Ph.D.; and Alois
Lametschwandtner, Ph.D., (University of Salzburg). Nov. 16.
Laura N. Kukich, “Seasonal distribution of higher filamentous
marine fungi along the salinity gradient of the Loxahatchee River,
Jupiter, Florida.” Committee: Scott Schatz, Ph.D., (NSU HPD);
Harold Laubach, Ph.D., (NSU HPD); and Andrew Rogerson
(Marshall University). Dec. 6.
Jessica A. Freeman, “Comparison of fish assemblages between
mitigation boulder reef and neighboring natural hardbottom in
Broward County, Florida, USA.” Committee: Richard E. Spieler,
Ph.D.; Paul T. Arena, Ph.D., (NSU CAS); and Robin L. Sherman,
Ph.D., (NSU CAS). Dec. 7.
10

Brian K. Walker with his “A Seascape Approach to Predicting Reef Fish Distribution”

Joanna C. Walczak, “The colonial Zoanthid Palythoa caribaeorum:
Population Dynamics on Southeast Florida Reefs.” Committee:
David Gilliam, Ph.D.; Bernhard Riegl, Ph.D.; and Richard Dodge,
Ph.D. Jan. 11.

Capstones
Chad I. Wenger. “The environmental, economic, and cultural
aspects of the modern cruise industry with a focus on Florida
and the Caribbean.” Committee: Don McCorquodale, Ph.D., and
Curtis Burney, Ph.D. Oct. 12.
Amanda M. Bittinger, “Use of satellite and airborne remote
sensing to map coral reefs for coastal management and conservation
applications.” Committee: Sam Purkis, Ph.D., and Tim Battista,
Ph.D., (NOAA, Silver Spring, MD). Oct. 26.
Kelly Egan, “Beach renourishment: Worldwide comparison of
methods and results.” Committee: Curtis Burney, Ph.D., and Don
McCorquodale, Ph.D. Dec. 13

Alumni News

In Memorium

In the summer 2005 issue of Currents, we highlighted one of
our distance students, Leah Motzko, who graduated that year. She
has since gotten married, and her position with the Minnesota
Department of Natural Resources has changed. Motzko is now
working with the DNR’s Fishing in the Neighborhood (FiN)
program. The program promotes kids fishing and helps bring
fishing to urban areas of central Minnesota. Every year, they stock
small fishing ponds with fish and then do aquatic education events
with the kids and take them fishing. They teach them about
aquatic habitat, native Minnesota fish species, aquatic plants,
aquatic insects, water safety, and ice safety, among other things.
Motzko says, “It’s a great job, very rewarding, and we’re expanding
so much that there’s too much work! We need more people on our
team to keep the kids interested in the environment and natural
resources!” The link to the program is www.dnr.state.mn.us/fishing
/fin/index.html.

The center is sad to announce the passing of Jan Witte. Witte
worked at the center for 28 years, retiring in 1998. Originally
from Fort Wayne, Indiana, she got her B.S. from Indiana
University and her M.A. in English from Purdue University.
She went on to teach English in California and also worked at
Scripps Institute of Oceanography for four years. She began her
career here on August 31, 1970, leaving her teaching job to work
on a houseboat located on SE 15th Street in Fort Lauderdale.
She also worked for several directors of the lab, including the
late Bill Richardson, and his successor, Dennis Moore. Her
last position before retiring was as a research associate and an
editorial assistant for Julian McCreary, who replaced Moore, for
two major journals. Witte was also technical editor for TOGA
Notes and the previous editor of Currents. She coordinated more
than 25 meetings, workshops, and conferences everywhere from
the lab in Dania, to Hawaii, to India.
Witte loved Fords (having owned both Mustangs and T-birds),
football (being a season ticket holder to the Miami Dolphins
games), and cats.
On the last day at the lab, she was asked what her plans were.
She said, “Absolutely nothing! It’s wonderful!” She died peacefully
on January 27th in the hospital in the company of family and
friends. She is survived by two nephews, numerous cousins, and her
cat, Sandy.

Leah Motzko Weyandt interacting with a couple of children in the FiN program

Publications
Purkis S. J., Graham N.A.J., Riegl B. M. (2007).
Predictability of reef fish diversity and abundance using
remote sensing data in Diego Garcia (Chagos Archipelago).
Coral Reefs. DOI 10.1007/s00338-007-0306-y
Myint S.W., Wentz L., Purkis S. J. (2007). Employing
spatial metrics in urban land-use/land-cover mapping:
Comparing the Getis and Geary Indices. Photogrammetric
Engineering and Remote Sensing. 73:1403-1415 (AAG Remote
Sensing Specialty Group 2007 Award Winner)

Jan Witte enjoying her retirement party on August 3, 1998

Kerstetter, D.W., P. H. Rice, D. Snodgrass, and E.D. Prince.
In press. Behavior of an escolar Lepidocybium flavobrunneum
in the Windward Passage as determined by pop-up satellite
archival tagging. Gulf and Caribbean Research.
Kerstetter, D.W. In press. Measuring the length of a
pelagic longline set: applications for management. North
American Journal of Fisheries Management.
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